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Good morning. My name is Marie Lenane. I am the Policy Pricing Analyst at the 

Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS). I am here to present 

staff testimony on the proposed amendments to 101 CMR 415.00: Rates for 

Community-Based Day Support Services, which will amend rates purchased by the 

Department of Developmental Services (DDS), the Massachusetts Rehabilitation 

Commission (MRC), and by the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind (MCB). 

The CBDS program is designed to assist individuals to participate in community 

activities by improving communication, self-care, and relationship-building skills.    

Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 118E, Section 13D requires the Secretary of 

the Executive Office of Health and Human Services to establish rates of payment 

by regulation for social service programs. The effective date for the proposed 

amendments to the regulation is January 1, 2022. 

The service rates established at 101 CMR 415.00 are being updated to include an 

increase by a cost adjustment factor (CAF) of 0.74%. The CAF was determined by 

using baseline and prospective Massachusetts Economic Indicator data from IHS 

Economics – Spring 2021 Forecast, optimistic scenario data. The CAF reflects the 

period between the rates’ base period (calendar year 2021 Q4) and the prospective 

period of January 2022 through June 2023. The rates for the community-based day 

support services are being updated to advance more meaningful community 

engagement and resilient, flexible program types. The proposed rates result from a 

rate methodology that has been updated to address an evolving conceptualization 

of the program types, and as updated from the previous methodology established in 

2012-2013. The following are the high-level updates to the model budgets to 

inform the rates: 
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• Direct Care staffing assumptions contain higher skill levels consistent 

with day program needs;  

• a Community Connector/Navigator position is being added to build 

relationships and navigate opportunities with community organizations  

• individual resources for community activities are being included 

• resources are being allocated for technology essential for site-less day 

programs  

• changes to transportation reflect increases in community trips during the 

day; and 

• a new CBDS “Without Walls” rate will be available for programs that 

operate entirely in community-based settings. This model includes 

transporting the individual to and from day programs participating in 

activities entirely in the community.  

 

The total projected annualized cost to state government from the increase in rates is 

approximately $13.3M, which represents an increase of 11.74% over projected 

FY22 spending of approximately $113.8 million.  

This concludes my testimony. Thank you.  


